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NOVELTY - The rewrite count area includes a rewrite count management areas managing the rewrite 
count of corresponding blocks of rewritable memory. Each block of memory has a rewrite count 
management area composed of a string of bits equal or larger in number than the maximum 
allowable rewrite count. 



DETAILED DESCRIPTION - All of the bits of this string are initially set to a given value and 
when one of the memory blocks is rewritten the value of a bit position in the corresponding 
write count management area corresponding to the rewrite count of the bock being rewritten is 
changed. An INDEPENDENT CLAIM is included for a method of managing rewriting of a flash memory. 
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USE - In electrically rewritable, erasable non-volatile semiconductor memories. 
ADVANTAGE - Maintains an accurate rewrite count in the flash memory itself. 
CHOSEN-DRAWING: Dwg. 0/4 
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